
BYLAWS OF THE FACULTY ASSEMBLY OF RAMAPO COLLEGE OF NEW JERSEY

Article I

Name and Purpose

Section 1. The name of this organization shall be The Faculty Assembly of Ramapo College of New Jersey.

Article I





A. Terms of office shall run from September 1st through August 31st.

B. The President, all Councilors and the Secretary are elected for two‐year terms.

C. The Vice President position is a one‐year position. The Vice President may be elected for a
second consecutive term of one year. If the position of Vice President becomes vacant during a
term, the Council shall elect a new Vice President at its next meeting for the remainder of the
unexpired term.

D. A Councilor or Secretary may not serve more than two consecutive terms. Service on the
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or any body or committee charged by the Faculty Assembly or its Executive Council, with simple
majority vote of all voting faculty. The Faculty Assembly also votes on matters of interest as
requested by members of the Ramapo community.

C. The Council may call, when necessary, special Faculty Assembly meetings. Such meetings may
also be called by petition to the Council from a minimum of one‐ quarter of the voting members
of the Faculty Assembly.

D. Faculty Forums are meetings of the entire faculty body, full time and part time, which discuss
and deliberate on matters of importance to the faculty. The Faculty Forum does not vote on any
matters.

E. The Faculty Assembly shall meet a minimum of three (3) times each Fall and Spring semester.
The date for these regular meetings shall be decided by the Council. The dates shall be published
together with the academic meeting calendar of the College. A quorum of the Faculty Assembly
shall consist of one‐quarter of the voting members of the Faculty Assembly. The Council may
cancel a Faculty Assembly meeting upon 48 hours notice to the members of the Assembly by
email, if there are no agenda items, except for special Faculty Assembly meetings called by
petition set forth in Article IV Section 1 subsection C.

F. The Standing Committees of the Faculty Assembly include the Academic Review Committee, the
Writing across the Curriculum Committee, and the General Education Curriculum Committee.
The Faculty Assembly can charge, as needed, special committees and task forces.

Section 2. Functions and meetings of The Faculty Assembly Executive Council

A. The Faculty Assembly Executive Council (the “Council”) is the working body of the Faculty
Assembly.

B. The Council shall meet weekly throughout the academic year during Fall and Spring semesters,
except on school holidays. The agenda of the Council meetings shall be posted on the Faculty
Assembly website 24 hours in advance of the scheduled Council meeting. A quorum is five voting
members. The Secretary shall post the minutes of the weekly Council meeting on the Faculty
Assembly website within one week after approval by the Council.

C. The President shall chair the Council.

D. The Council will consider matters of interest or concern to the faculty raised by the Faculty
Assembly President, by Council members, or directed to the Council by members of the Faculty
Assembly, deans, or other administrators, or other members of the Ramapo community. The
Council will make one of the following determinations/dispositions of the matter: decline,
handle, interface, assign, refer, send back, or prepare for Faculty Assembly. Parts 1‐7 define each
of these dispositions:

1) Decline: The Council determines that the matter is not appropriate for Executive Council or
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H. The President may call, when necessary, special Council meetings. Special meetings may also be
called by petition of four (4) Councilors.

I. If a regularly scheduled meeting of the Council is deemed not necessary (for lack of agenda
items) by the President (in consultation with the Vice President) the meeting may be canceled.

J. In the course of its regular weekly meetings, the Council shall meet at least once a month
throughout the academic year with the President of the College and at least once a month
throughout the academic year with the Provost.

K. The Council shall liaise with standing and other committees on a regular basis, as needed. Others
may be invited for particular meetings at the request of the Council.

L. Meetings of the Council shall be closed except by invitation.

M. A quorum for a vote shall be five voting members of the Council including the President and/or
the Vice President.

N. A majority vote of the Council carries the motion. A tie vote on the motion means that the
motion fails.

O. The Faculty Assembly voting members may overturn a decision made by the Council. In order to
do so, the procedure in Article IV, Section 2, subsection P, must be followed.

P. A petition of 20 faculty members from at least three schools and/or the library can move any
item which had been declined or handled by the Executive Council onto the agenda for
discussion at a full Faculty Assembly meeting. In that case, a majority vote of the Faculty
Assembly would reverse a decision made by the Executive Council. The petition must be
submitted within 60 days of the posting of the Executive Council report.

Article V

Duties of the Members of the Council

Section 1. The President:

A. Chairs the Faculty Assembly meetings and the Council meetings;

B. Prepares Faculty Assembly meeting agenda with agreement of the Council;

C. Develops the academic meeting schedule in consultation with appropriate academic offices;
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respective units. Membership is limited to full‐ time tenured faculty. A representative appointed
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APPENDIX A – Acronyms and Terms

ARC – Academic Review Committee
Council – Faculty Assembly Executive Council
Councilor (Unit) – a voting member of the Council who shall be elected by the voting members of an
Academic Unit, i.e., Schools and Library, and represents that unit
Councilor At‐Large – a voting member of the Council who shall be elected by the voting members of the
Faculty Assembly and advocates for a stated concern/constituency
GECCo – General Education Curriculum Committee
FA – Faculty Assembly
FAEC – Faculty Assembly Executive Council
IR – Office of Institutional Research
Petition – a written document signed by a 1/4 of voting members of the Faculty Assembly
President – President of the Faculty Assembly who is a voting member of the Council and who shall be
elected by the voting members of the Faculty Assembly
Secretary – Secretary of the Faculty Assembly who is a non‐voting member of the Council and who shall
be elected by the voting members of the Faculty Assembly
Quorum – one‐quarter of the full‐time voting members of the Faculty Assembly
VPAA – Vice President of Academic Administration
WAC - Writing Across the Curriculum


