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Sustained Investigations Exhibition Opens at Ramapo College 

MAHWAH, N.J. – Sustained Investigations, a group exhibition of four established artists, opens on 

Tuesday, September 10 in the Kresge and Pascal Galleries of the Berrie Center for Performing and Visual 

Arts. There will be an opening reception from 5 to 7 p.m. with artists’ talks at 6 p.m.  The exhibition has 

been curated by Lena Hyun and Sydney O. Jenkins, and continues through October 11. 

Over several decades, these artists have continued to explore distinctive individual processes in various 

media.  

Co-curator Lena Hyun states: 

“Sustained Investigations presents the work of four distinct artists sharing an investigative spirit founded 

in complex ideas and rigorous formal Investigation. Using diverse materials from the poetic to prosaic, 

these artists explore narrative, abstraction and the landscape in a variety of media with visually stunning 

and dramatic effects. Together, they offer provocative and enlightening possibilities for artistic practice 

in the 21st century.”  

Exhibiting artists are: Frances Barth, paintings and animation; Cicely Cottingham, paintings; Joanne 

Howard, various media and installation; Kaare Rafoss, neo-conceptual painting.  

Artist Biographies 

FRANCES BARTH 

Born in the Bronx, having received her advanced degrees from Hunter College, CUNY, Frances Barth has 

been working and showing her painting in New York and internationally since the 1960s. Her painting is 

represented in numerous public, corporate and private collections. While an art student, Barth also 

studied modern dance and began performing with Yvonne Rainer at Lincoln Center and the Billy Rose 

Theater in 1968-69, and with Joan Jonas in dance and video in 1970. Video: During the last 15 years, she 

has created two animations, two documentaries, a graphic novel and is now filming her short video 

Dreaming Tango. Her awards include two National Endowment for the Arts grants, a Guggenheim 

Fellowship, the Joan Mitchell Foundation grant, an Adolph and Esther Gottlieb Individual Support Grant, 

two American 





      ### 

Ramapo College of New Jersey is the state’s premier public liberal arts college and is committed to academic 

excellence through interdisciplinary and experiential learning, and international and intercultural understanding. 

The College is ranked #1 among New Jersey public institutions by College Choice, and is recognized as a top college 

by U.S. News & World Report, YƛǇƭƛƴƎŜǊΩǎ, Princeton Review and Money magazine, among others. Ramapo College 

is also distinguished as a Career Development College of Distinction by CollegesofDistinction.com, boasts the best 


