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Clinical Experiences: Assumption of Risk  
 

�x Clinical experiences (practicum, clinical rotations, supervised practice, and 
simulations) are a required component of academic programs at Ramapo College 
nursing programs. These experiences allow students to practice skills and 
techniques learned in didactic, laboratory and clinical courses as well as develop 
critical thinking skills that are important for health care providers. Clinical 
experiences occur in hospitals, clinics, schools, community organizations, and 
other appropriate settings where students can interact with patients and clients.  

�x �^�]�š���•���•���o�����š�������(�}�Œ���•�š�µ�����v�š�•�[�����o�]�v�]�����o�����Æ�‰���Œ�]���v�����•�����Œ�����Œ���‹�µ�]�Œ�������š�}���š���l�����Œ�����•�}�v�����o����
���v�������‰�‰�Œ�}�‰�Œ�]���š�����u�����•�µ�Œ���•���š�}���‰�Œ�}�š�����š���•�š�µ�����v�š�•�[���Z�����o�š�Z�����v�����•���(���š�Ç���]�v���š�Z�������o�]�v�]�����o��
setting. Faculty will develop appropriate policies and procedures relating to 
student safety and prevention of exposure to disease. Students will have access 
to appropriate PPE during their clinical experiences. Students will receive training 
related to potential hazards and prevention techniques. Students have the 
responsibility to report any potential exposures to the supervisor at their site as 
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immunocompromised, obesity, diabetes, chronic kidney disease and liver 
disease. COVID-19 is believed to spread primarily by coming into close contact 
with a person who has COVID-19 and may also spread by touching a surface or 
�}���i�����š���š�Z���š���Z���•���š�Z�����À�]�Œ�µ�•���}�v���]�š�U�����v�����š�Z���v���š�}�µ���Z�]�v�P���}�v���[�•���u�}�µ�š�Z�U��nose, or eyes.  

�x Much remains unknown about COVID-19. Further research may reveal additional 
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ACADEMIC POLICIES AND REQUIREMENTS 
 
Introduction: 
 
There are requisite essential functions for the practice of nursing at baccalaureate and 
graduate levels which must be met by applicants and students. The graduates of all 
programs must possess the following: 

�x Knowledge, skills, and attitudes to function in diverse clinical settings and 
perform within their scope of practice. 

�x Functional use of sensory and motor functions to permit them to carry out the 
activities in the areas listed below. 

�x Ability to consistently, quickly, and accurately integrate all information received 
by whatever sense(s) employed and they must have the intellectual ability to 
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workloads, adapt to changing environments, and display flexibility to function in 
rapidly changing clinical settings. The practice of nursing at the baccalaureate 
and graduate levels must not pose a direct threat to the health and safety of the 
patients that it serves. The Ramapo nursing programs must act to protect the 
welfare of patients. On this basis, certain applicants may be disqualified, 



13 
 

nursing courses. General education courses do not require permits. Students are 
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�x Failure to report significant observations to appropriate staff members and 
instructors. 

�x Falsification of patient records. 
�x Failure to establish, maintain and terminate a therapeutic nurse/client 

relationship. 
�x Failure to prepare adequately and appropriately for clinical practice. 
�x Failure to maintain patient confidentiality. 
�x Failure to communicate with your instructor that you are leaving a clinical area 

or failure to return to the unit within a designated time frame after an assigned 
break. 

 
Any of the above could result in disciplinary action up to and including
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o All students must be cleared prior to the first day of the clinical rotation for 
the semester. Any student who is not cleared to begin clinical on the first day 
of their course (regardless of their individual schedule), will incur a 5% 
deduction from the course final grade. If a second clinical day is missed due 
to non-compliance, there will be another 5% deduction in the course final 
grade. If a third clinical day is missed due to non-compliance, the student will 
be dismissed from the nursing program. 
 

�x Clinical absence related to any other matter (illness or otherwise): 
o The student is required to notify the clinical instructor and the Direct( )6(an)-5mnf
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Academic Suspension 
 

�x Nursing students may be suspended (i.e., barred from attendance) from an 
academic nursing program for a specified period of time due to failure to meet 
academic standards, unsafe clinical practice and/or violation of department or 
college policies.  

�x Nursing students may be barred from clinical experiences for any violation of a 
health facilities parking requirements.  Such a suspension will result in a grade of 
�^�&�_���(�}�Œ���š�Z�������o�]�v�]�����o�����}�µ�Œ�•���X�� 
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o �/�(���š�Z�����•�š�µ�����v�š�[�•�����µ�u�µ�o���š�]�À�����‰�Œ�}�P�Œ���u���'�W�����]�•�������o�}�Á���ï�X�ì�����µ�š���Z���•�����š���o�����•�š�������ï�X�ì��
semester GPA, the student remains on probation. 

o �/�(���š�Z�����•�š�µ�����v�š�[�•�����µ�u�µ�o���š�]�À�����‰�Œ�}�P�Œ���u���'�W�����]�•��below 3.0 and has a semester 
GPA below 3.0, the student will be dismissed. 

o Two terms or 9 credits with cumulative GPA of less than 3.0 
o Unsafe clinical practice. 
o 
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Student Withdrawal after a Previous Failure Policy 
 

�x If a student enters a course that the student has previously failed; failure to 
complete the course with a passing grade or withdrawal/incomplete from the 
course prior to completion will result in dismissal from the nursing program. 

 
Grade Appeal Process  
 

�x Grade appeals will be considered only if a student can provide documentation 
supporting their case. Circumstances that might justify a grade appeal include 
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Readmission Criteria 
 
Former students who were dismissed from the Nursing Programs for academic /clinical 
failure must follow the readmission procedures, are subject to the readmission policies 
and must have fulfilled the following criteria to be considered for readmission to the 
Nursing Programs: 
 

1. Submit a letter of petition for readmission to the Assistant Dean. 
2. Provide supporting evidence to include, but not limited to, remediation or 

counseling. This letter needs to specifically address areas of concern that 
resulted in dismissal.  Actions taken to address areas of concern need to be 
identified.  

3. Submit two letters of recommendation: one from a theory faculty and one from 
a clinical faculty. 

4. Submit transcripts from Ramapo or other academic institutions indicating 
completion of courses taken since time of dismissal.  GPA for all courses taken 
during this time must be at least 2.0. There must be evidence of no grades below 
C during this time. Experiential learning will be evaluated on an individual basis. 

 
Readmission Procedure 
 
Former students seeking readmission to the Nursing Programs will follow the 
readmission procedure. 

1. Complete application for readmission. 
2. Comply with readmission policy. 
3. Pay a readmission application fee if required by Ramapo policy.  
4. Submit a Readmission Ag
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Visitors 
�x Students are not permitted to have visitors in the classroom, learning/simulation 

laboratory, or during clinical practicum experiences. 
 
Social Media Policy 
 

�x Nursing students may not post any material that could potentially violate patient 
confidentiality on social media sites. Online postings or discussions of specific 
patients must be avoided even if all identifying information is excluded. Students 
may be subject to disciplinary action by the school and the clinical agency for 
comments that are either unprofessional or violate patient privacy. HIPAA 
regulations apply to comments made on social networking sites and violators are 
subject to the same prosecution as with other HIPAA violations. Statements 
made by the student within online networks will be treated as if the statement 
was made in a public place. Electronic devices will be used only for accessing 
nursing resources in all clinical agencies. Texting and cell phone usage is 
prohibited in the clinical area.  

 
Insurance Policies 
 

�x Health Insurance - All students are required to show evidence of current health 
insurance coverage upon entrance to clinical courses.  Coverage must meet the 
minimum benefit coverage as required.  Students without such coverage will not 
be allowed in any nursing courses. 

�x Professional and General Liability Coverage - Students are required to purchase 
their own individual malpractice insurance prior to starting clinical course work. 
The amount of the policy coverage will be at least 1/3 million dollars for generic 
program students and all students in clinical settings.  The insurance requirement 
for the other programs will depend on their role.   Students will be expected to 
provide proof of such coverage before starting nursing coursework.  

 
Transportation 

Social Media Policy
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Uniform Code 
 

�x Generic program students will wear the uniform purchased through the 
bookstore. A white laboratory jacket may also be worn. All items of uniform 
clothing must be neat, clean and pressed. A name tag identifying the wearer as a 
Ramapo College 
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to return to the hospital/clinical agency until their record has been cleared. Such 
students who are not allowed to return to the clinical agency will be unable to 
continue in the nursing major. 

 
Students with Disabilities 
 

�x The Nursing Programs will, if requested, provide reasonable accommodations to 
otherwise qualified enrolled students and candidates with disabilities unless: (a) 
such accommodations impose undue hardship to the institution, or (b) direct 
threats of substantial harm to health and safety of others due to the disability, 
cannot be eliminated by any reasonable accommodations available that would 
allow the student to perform the essential functions, or (c) such 
accommodations fundamentally alter the educational program or academic 
standards.  These students must be registered with the Office of Specialized 
Services at Ramapo. 

�x A student whose behavior or performance raises questions concerning his or her 
ability to fulfill the essential functions may be required to obtain evaluation 
and/or testing by a health care provider designated by the College, and to 
provide the results to the Campus Student Health Service for the purpose of 
determining whether the student is fit to pursue the educational program. If the 
student is deemed fit to pursue the program, the school reserves the right to 
require actions recommended by the health care provider, including further 
testing, counseling, monitoring, and leave of absence. 

 
Student Outside Employment 
 

�x �E�µ�Œ�•�]�v�P�����µ�Œ�Œ�]���µ�o�������Œ�����À���Œ�Ç�������u���v���]�v�P���}�(���•�š�µ�����v�š�•�[���š�]�u�������v�������v���Œ�P�Ç�X���&�}�Œ��generic 
program students it is recommended that nursing students limit their outside 
employment while enrolled in courses. For all levels of students, conflicts with 
outside employment work schedules are not sufficient reason for changes in 
course schedules or academic assignments. Outside employment commitments 
���}���v�}�š�����Æ���µ�•�����•�š�µ�����v�š�•�[���(���]�o�µ�Œ�����š�}�W���~�í�•��attend courses or clinical practicum; (2) 
submit academic assignments in a timely manner, or (3) otherwise meet course 
and clinical objectives and requirements. 
 

College Closure 

�x If the College has a closure (delayed opening or early closure), students are 
expected to access their email that will be sent by their classroom or clinical 
instructor and follow these specific instructions.  
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Policies Specific to Generic BSN 
 
 

Student Progression Requirements: 
 

�x Generic program students in the first two years of the major (completing general 
education requirements, and pre-requisites for the major) must achieve a 
minimum GPA of 2.0 to continue in the nursing major.  Students who have a 
grade point average less than 2.0 for two consecutive semesters during the 
general education portion of the curriculum will be permanently dismissed from 
the nursing major without the option to reapply. All individual (lecture and lab) 
science grades must be C+ or better.  Any science grade of less than a C+ must be 
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Student Athlete Academic Policy 
 

�x Every athlete is expected to attend their classes and clinical experiences and to 
complete their assigned work on schedule. They will not be exempted in being 
late, missing classes, and leaving classes or clinical experiences early for practice 
or games. All athletes will take their exams at the scheduled time and in a 
proctored setting. 
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�x Students taking online tests are expected to adhere to the academic integrity 
policy. 

�x It is expected that the exam�]�v���š�]�}�v���Œ���(�o�����š�•���}�v���[�•���}�Á�v���]�v�����‰���v�����v�š�����v����
individual work. 

�x Refer to the Ramapo College of NJ Handbook regarding academic integrity.  
�x Refer to individual course syllabi for specifics of testing. 

 
Attendance 
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Standardized Exams 
 

�x MSN students are expected to purchase Exam Prep Connect in Primary Care I 
(NURS 645).  

�x The APEA Predictor Exam is given in NURS 710 to all MSN/NP students.  
�x Students are responsible for the costs of these examinations and the costs are 

included as a testing fee in the student bill. 
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physical and treatment plan. Students are required to document the time spent 
with the patient and preceptor. All Typhon entries will be approved by the 
practicum faculty. Students will need to have all hours completed prior to the 
end of the semester. If hours are not appropriately documented in Typhon this 
can be grounds for clinical failure and students will not receive a course grade. 

 
Clinical Communication Forms 
  

�x Students will be provided with a clinical communication form that designates 
specifics about their clinical site, preceptor, and hours. This form must be 
completed prior to beginning clinical and cleared with the practicum faculty. This 
form is utilized to place the preceptor and site into Typhon. All details must be 
�������µ�Œ���š�������v���������•�]�P�v���š�����š�Z�����‰�Œ�������‰�š�}�Œ�[�•�����Œ�������}�(�����Æ�‰���Œ�š�]�•���X  

 
Clinical Preceptors 
  

�x Students are responsible 
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Nursing Programs Honor Society  


