


















displayed positive–neutral expressions regardless of whether
they walked down slopes (97.2% of walk trials), slid down
(97.9% of slide trials), or avoided descent (98.3% of avoid
trials). The few trials with negative facial or vocal affect
occurred primarily when infants avoided (29.3% of avoid tri-
als), rather than walked (6.0% of walk trials) or slid down



Avolio, 2000; Mondschein et al., 2000). Thus, we expected that
experienced 18-month-old walkers would continue to rely on
perceptual information on risky slopes regardless of mothers’
message. However, if infants showed a lower attempt rate on risky
slopes when mothers discouraged walking (concordant social in-






